Volume 1, Issue 1

September 2009

Page 1

Alton Village Study Update

Welcome to the first issue of the Alton Village Study
Update. The Update serves to keep Village area resi-
dents and other stakeholders updated on the progress of
the Alton Village Study. Phase 2 of the Alton Village
Study was endorsed by Town of Caledon Council on
September 1, 2009 . Phase 2 of the study includes the
development, evaluation of a Preferred Village Plan and
Servicing Alternative and the selection of the Preferred
Planning Alternative.

Community Meetings and Comment:
Your Participation in the Study

An important part of the Study is to engage residents
and other stakeholders in the study process to ask ques-
tions and provide input. To date, public consultations
have taken a number of forms including community,
stakeholder and liaison group meetings. Information
packages have been distributed to the community at key
points in the process and have been made available on
the Town of Caledon’s website. Stakeholders in the
study are encouraged to submit written comments by
mail to Town Hall or e-mail to ben.roberts@caledon.ca

As part of Phase 2, there were three public meetings
held on February 12, 2009, June 25, 2009 and July 30,
2009 which provided valuable input on the community
design process, the method for evaluating the planning
scenarios and the proposed elements for a preferred
planning alternative.

Phase 2—Planning and Servicing Alternatives
and Environmental Management Strategies
Report Available!

With the adoption of Administration Department Report
ADM-2009-026 by Caledon’s Council on September 1,
2009, Phase 2 of the Study has now been completed.
Staff's report recommended the release of the Phase 2
Report—Planning and Servicing Alternatives and Envi-
ronmental Management Strategies to the public. The
following is the Executive Summary of the Phase 2 Re-
port completed by MMM Group Limited, who were re-
tained to complete the Project Management and Plan-
ning Component of the Alton Village Study.
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Phase 2 Report—Executive Summary

The Alton Village Study was initiated in 2000. The pur-
pose of the Study is to determine the future growth of the
Village and address issues such as community design,
land uses, cultural heritage, transportation, servicing,
trails and recreation, and environmental protection and
impacts. The Study consists of four phases, including:

Phase 1: Collection and Analysis of Background Infor-
mation to Determine Existing Conditions of the Study
Area;

Phase 2: Development and Evaluation of Village Plan-
ning Alternatives and Servicing Alternatives and Selec-
tion of Preferred Alternatives;

Phase 3: Preparation of Conceptual Community Plan,
Draft Servicing Plan and Draft Environmental Manage-
ment Plan; and

Phase 4: Finalization of the Recommended Community
Plan, Servicing Plan and Environmental Management
Plan.
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Phase 1 included a detailed review of the Village, includ-
ing land uses, population trends, cultural and built heri-
tage resources, servicing and environmental issues. The
primary goal of Phase 2 is to carry forward a preferred
planning alternative that can serve as the basis for
preparation of the Village Plan, Servicing Plan and Envi-
ronmental Management Plan. This report recommends a
preferred planning alternative for consideration by Coun-
cil.

The purpose of the Phase 2 Report is to summarize the
work completed in Phase 2 of the Alton Village Study,
which has included:

1. Finalization of goals, objectives and community design
principles;

2. Development of the Community Planning and Servic-
ing Alternatives for Alton;

3. Evaluation of the Community Planning Alternatives
and Methodology for Evaluating

the Servicing Alternatives;

4. Development and presentation of a preferred Planning
Alternative for Alton; and

5. Next steps in the Study.

The goal of the Alton Village Study is “to develop a com-
prehensive and integrated Community Plan, Servicing
Plan and Environmental Management Plan for the Vil-
lage of Alton to guide the evolution of the Village to the
year 2031 in a manner that is consistent with and com-
plies with Provincial policies and Plans, conforms to the
Region of Peel and Town of Caledon Official Plans, and
recognizes and strengthens the unique characteristics of
the Alton community.”

Based on a thorough evaluation of Provincial, Regional
and Municipal planning policy, as well as the detailed
background work undertaken in Phase 1, and considera-
tion for the goals and objectives of this Study, three po-
tential future community planning alternatives for the
Village were developed:

1. “Focus on the Core”: new growth occurs through infill
of existing vacant lots and adaptive reuse of existing
buildings, in addition to growth on the undeveloped prop-
erties to the west of the Village.

2. “Dispersed Growth™: new growth occurs primarily out-
side of the built-up area of the Village, but growth
through infill and adaptive re-use is still encouraged.

3. “Potential settlement area boundary expansion”
growth occurs through infill, adaptive re-use, develop-
ment outside of the existing built-up area, and considera-
tion is given to expanding the urban boundary in order to
accommodate growth.

In addition to these alternative growth options, a number
of common elements were identified that should be in-
cluded in all three alternatives. Principles of good com-
munity design including walkability, streetscaping im-
provements, compatible development that maintains the
Village's character, improved opportunities for recreation
and active living, as well as maintenance of the existing
Civic square at the south end of the Village, are all
identified as common elements.
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The public provided input into these alternatives at a
workshop held on June 25, 2009. The public also pro-
vided input into how these alternatives were to be evalu-
ated and a preferred alternative was to be prepared.
Section 3.2 of this report presents alternatives for waste-
water and water servicing. A preliminary screening of the
list of water and wastewater servicing alternatives, based
on whether each alternative meets several “must meet’
criteria, is provided in this report. Based on the prelimi-
nary screening, improvements to the existing water sup-
ply system was identified for further evaluation. Several
options exist for improving the existing water supply sys-
tem, which are described in Section 3.2.1. Based on the
screening for wastewater servicing alternatives, several
alternatives have been carried forward for further review,
including: upgrading on-site private systems and con-
struction of new on-site private disposal systems;
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construction of a new communal waste water system to
service existing and future residents; and, construction of
a new communal wastewater servicing to service new
growth and upgrade existing on-site private systems to
meet current regulations.

The planning alternatives were evaluated based on crite-
ria prepared at the beginning of Phase 2. The evaluation
assessed how each of the alternatives met applicable
policy and how well each adhered to the final planning,
servicing and environmental objectives, how well each
alternative adhered to the community design principles,
how well the alternatives considered community input
and how well each alternative recognized and enhanced
cultural and built heritage resources.

In general, it was determined that none of the three alter-
natives should be carried forward as a “preferred alterna-
tive.” Rather, the study team identified a number of
“oreferred elements” from each of the alternatives that
should be included in the preferred alternative. Growth
through infill and development of a new western
neighbourhood was seen as desirable, as well as protec-
tion of built and cultural heritage resources, streetscap-
ing improvements, improvements to gateway features
and trails, as well as a new western civic and commer-
cial area. An expansion to the Village boundary was also
kept under consideration for the preferred alternative, at
least until an appropriate final population for the Village
was determined.

The public provided input into the alternatives at a public
workshop held on July 30, 2009. The preferred elements
are discussed in Section 4.1.3 of this report. The com-
munity planning alternatives, the evaluation of the alter-
natives and the preferred elements were presented to
Council at the August 11, 2009 Council Workshop.

Development and Presentation of a Preferred
Planning Alternative for Alton

This report provides a preferred planning alternative for
Alton based on the evaluation of the three alternatives,
further analysis of planning policy (particularly in relation
to population allocation), public input received to-date, as
well as input from the Region and CVC.

The interim population allocation for Alton is 1,530. How-
ever, it is reasonable to expect that Alton could accom-
modate a higher population; however, a Village bound-

ary expansion may be required. An analysis of the po-
tential population projection of Alton is provided in this
report. Alton Village, as one of the larger Villages that
does not have a Village Study prepared, should accom-
modate a share of the total 2031 planned population to
the Town’s Villages. It has been recommended that a
future population of 1,750 be allocated to Alton in the
2021 planning horizon and 2,950 be allocated to Alton in
the 2031 planning horizon.

In order to accommodate this population, an expansion
to the Village boundary may be required. To manage this
pace of growth in the context of the Village, phasing poli-
cies are recommended for the Village Plan. The pre-
ferred planning alternative also includes an identification
of preferred land uses in the Village, as well as preferred
Village design elements such as streetscape improve-
ments, gateway features, green links and trails and con-
ceptual roadways.

ALTON
Village Study

DRAFT

Preferred
" Alternative

It is recommended that the preferred planning alternative
be endorsed by Council for further review and develop-
ment in Phase 3 of the Village Study. The preferred plan-
ning alternative will form the basis for the Village Plan,
Servicing Plan and Environmental Management Plan.

In summary, the preferred planning alternative recom-
mends:

A population of 1,750 for the 2021 planning horizon
and a population of 2,950 for the 2031 planning horizon.

Growth will occur through infilling of vacant lands in the
built-up area, development of a new neighbourhood to
the west of the Village’s built-up area, and development
within new lands (to the south and south-west of the
Village) incorporated in the Village boundary.

An expansion of the Village boundary to include lands
to the south and southwest of the Village. Furthermore:
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38 ha is recommended to be included in the Village
boundary; however, due to woodland features, only 32
ha is developable. Land requirements based on the pro-
jected Village population are discussed in Section 5.

Criteria for development of expansion lands and criteria
for phasing will be developed as part of the Village Plan.
This would include transportation system and traffic
management studies regarding an East-West road. De-
velopment in the expansion lands should only occur
when a certain threshold of infill development has been
reached and servicing is available.

Principles of strong community design should be in-
cluded as part of the preferred planning alternative. New
development should be compatible with the existing
character of the Village.

Heritage resources should be protected or enhanced
through adaptive re-use.

Copies of the Phase 2 Report are Available
Copies of the Phase 2 Report are available on the Town

of Caledon Website (see the link listed below) and at the
Alton Village Library.
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Phase 3 has Begun

Phase 3 is currently underway. This phase builds upon
the findings of Phase 1 and Phase 2 to create a draft
community plan, draft servicing plan and draft environ-
mental management plan.

The next community meeting is tentatively scheduled for
Thursday November 5, 2009 at the Royal Canadian Le-
gion, Alton. At this meeting, the study team will be pro-
viding an overview of the results of Phase 2 and will be
seeking input on the design guidelines and the draft
community plan, servicing plan and the environmental
management plan. Once the date has been finalized,
invitations will be sent out to residents and stakeholders
with confirmed date, time and location .

Next Steps

These draft Plans developed in Phase 3 will be finalized
in Phase 4 and taken to Council for endorsement. If ap-
propriate, an Official Plan Amendment will be brought
forward at the same time for adoption. The completion of
the Study is expected by March 2010.

Contact for the Alton Village Study

If you require any additional information or have any
questions please contact Ben Roberts.

Project Manager

Ben Roberts, Economic Development Officer
Town of Caledon
6311 Old Church Road
Caledon, ON
L7C 1J6

Telephone: 905-584-2272 Ext. 4011

E-mail: ben.roberts@caledon.ca

Website; www.caledon.ca

http://lwww.caledon.ca/townhall/departments/planningdevelopment/Alton Village Study.asp
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